
Overview of creating comics with Comic life 2

More tips can be found at blog.comiclife.com

Feel free to write in with any requests at plasq@plasq.com

Topics:

Using The inspector

Changing Color

Using Styles     

      Editing Styles

      Updating Styles 

Editing Lettering

Creating Sound Effects

Balloon Layout

Panel Layout



Go to the Graphics Tab

Set fill, Stroke    
and shadow options

Fill 
changes the 

color.

stroke 
Changes the 

Outlines.

Add 
shadows 

here.

Graphic 
Editing tools in 

the inspector are 
the same for every 

element.

add shadows and outlines to 
balloons, captions, lettering, 

shapes and panels with the inspector.
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how to

More details about these 
inspector options are 

described in other pages.

Note
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I'll 
display 

gradient 
options.

click 
me to see a 

color 
wheel.

Click me 
first!

I can 
Select a 
new stop 
color.

Add color stops to create 
more complex gradients.

tap 
twice on the 

gradient line to 
add a color 

stop.

drag a 
color stop off 
of the line to 

remove it.

tip



Be sure that you can see 
style options on the left 

of your screen by going to 
the "View" menu and selecting 

"Show pages and styles".

The type 
of element shown 

in the style menu will 
change with the 

element you have 
selected. 

Just click 
the style you 
want to use 
and it will be 
applied to 

the element. 

Only when using the "Blank (With 
Styles)" template will you see all of 
the available pre-designed styles.

You can also 
access styles in the 

top menu bar.

We'll 
start with 
the style 
chooser.

Note

Note



You can change the fill, stroke 
and shadow of any predesigned 
style to match what you need. 

You might 
find a style 

option that you like 
but want to tweak 

a little.

Default style Edited style

options on the styles Menu.

Tip
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show the "Styles and pages" 

Edit your Element like you want it.

 Select your Element and then 
click the down arrow in the 
style menu update the style. 

Woo! I'm going 
rogue, baby!
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Now add another of the
 same 

element and you'll s
ee the style 

matches the first one you created.
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It's like 
magic! 

Updating a style will change all of the elements using that style. To add a 
new style instead of updating just click the "+" button instead of the arrow. 

Note



USE THE INSPECTOR TO CHANGE DETAILS OF 
YOUR LETTERING.

to reshape lettering click 
on the blue tabs and drag. 

spread 
changes the 

space between 
characters.

skew changes 
the plane of 

the lettering.

Stagger 
alternates the 
planes of each 

character.
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On Comic Life for iPad these features are also in the inspector. 
Access them by tapping the inspector and then tapping "Lettering". 

Note



You can layer elements 
to show impact. Use A 
Shape with a gradient 

fill, And Lettering with a 
stroke and shadow. 

add your lettering and adjust 
options in the inspector to 

get this same style.

To Add shapes go to 
the Insert menu, 

select the shape you 
want, You can also 

draw shapes.

you can get creative with your sound effects. BOOM, POW, AND 
BAM! are classics, but distinctive sounds effect like "thwipt" and 
"snikt" set the noise apart from other commonly used sounds.*

*These sounds are from Stan Lee's 
Spiderman and Wolverine respectively.

Strokes make the lettering 
look crisp, and Adding 
shadow creates depth. 



There's so much about lettering that I can't fit 
it all in one Tip of the Week. We'll have more 
tips about lettering captions and balloons.

Use double dash to show a 
character's speech being 

interrupted. An Em or En dash 
does not exist in comics. 

Breath marks are used around 
coughs or sputters. The character 
is a Shifted bracket. you can Bold 

or italicize the words for emphasis.

Use ellipsis when speech 
trails off and resumes in a 

second balloon or is paused 
due to physical distress.

what's that 
up th--

We're 
here for, 

um...
…nice 

weather?

go on-- 
{cough} 

{gasp}
without me...

write numbers out entirely 
unless they're a designation, 
date, part of a name or any 
number larger than twenty. 

it's 500 
meters, 

right?



Move your reader in a zig-zag pattern across 
the page, ending at the bottom right corner.

Think of your balloons as a 
roadmap for your readers.

The natural flow of the 
comic should be from left 
to right, top to bottom.

Help the reader find the 
next part of the story 

using balloons.

The red 
arrow show 
the reader's 
path across 

the page. 

Balloons 
can push 
and pull 
readers 
across 

the page.

And the green 
arrow show 
the balloon 

tail direction.


